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“An Interpretive Dialogue:” The Theory and Implications for

Resource Communication

Chen, W. Jasmine'", Lo, Hui-Fang®, Wang, Yi-Shin’, Su, Yi-Ting’, Su, Chien-Lin’
1. Graduate Institute of Environmental Planning & Design, MingDao University
2. Graduate Institute of Environmental Education, National Kaohsiung Normal

University

Abstract

The profession of heritage interpretation strives not for instruction, but
provocation. Traditionally, interpretive research gains theoretical foundation
from three disciplines: communication, psychology, and education. The
purpose of the paper is to present “An Interpretive Dialogue,” a writing that
has gained recognition since 1996, as an insight to the greater heritage
communication community. The researchers suggest that the ‘“Dialogue”
highlights three arguments: (1) visitor has sovereignty to decide the value of
resources, (2) program development needs to employ methodologies, and (3)
a thematic interpretation may provoke care for heritage resources and
resource preservation. The researchers also suggest that the methodology
presented in the “Dialogue” may have significance for program development,
analysis, and evaluation. The implications of this paper may serve as a
platform for communication researchers and practitioners for the pursuit of

professionalism.

Keywords: environmental communication, resource meanings, interpretation,

national park, preservation
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